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The Institute for Youth Development at the University of the District of 
Columbia Community College and the University of the District of Columbia - 

Center for 4-H Youth Development gathered more than 100 professionals for 
the Learn24 Network Event – A Convening to Support DC OST Programs.  

 
The purpose of this convening was to bring together local organizations and 

agencies to share resources that support out-of-school-time (OST) programs 
in the District.  

 
A big thank you to all of the attendees, organizations, and partners for a 

successful event. 
 

 
The following document is a complete listing of exhibitors.  
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American Society of Landscape Architects  
Lisa J. Jennings, Manager, Career Discovery & Diversity, ljennings@asla.org 
www.asla.org  
The Society’s mission is to advance landscape architecture through advocacy, 
communication, education, and fellowship. Sustainability has been part of ASLA’s 

mission since its founding and is an overarching value that informs all of the 
Society’s programs and operations. 
 

Center for Youth Development 
Rebecca Bankhead, Director, Center for 4-H and Youth Development, 
rbankhead@udc.edu 

www.udc.edu/causes/land-grant/center-for-4-h-and-youth-development  
The Center for 4-H and Youth Development seeks to engage youth in experiential 

opportunities with caring adults that allow them to acquire knowledge, develop life 
skills, and form attitudes that will enable them to become self-directing, stewards 
of positive change in their communities and the world. 

 

Connect.DC/OCTO 
Adrian Sutton, Project Coordinator, adrian.sutton2@dc.gov 

https://connect.dc.gov  
Created by the Office of the Chief Technology Officer (OCTO), Connect.DC works to 

bridge this digital divide by making technology easier to use, more accessible, more 
affordable, and more relevant to the everyday lives of District residents. Together 
with our partners, we are working to ensure District residents can take full 

advantage of everything technology has to offer. 
 

Damsel In Defense  
Lisa Ellis Williams, Independent Damsel 

Pro, writingdamsel@gmail.com 
www.mydamselpro.net/WRITERDAMSEL  
As an Independent Damsel Pro, I advance the 
Damsel In Defense (DID) mission to equip, 

empower and educate people about tools, to 
help keep women and children safe. DID 

operates in all 50 states and has adopted two 
international safe houses serving girls rescued 
from sex trafficking. I offer the confidence of 

self-protection while advancing the mission.  
  

DC Arts and Humanities Education Collaborative 
Tracey Wyton, Director of Programs & Community Engagement, 

Tracey@DCCollaborative.org  
https://www.dccollaborative.org  
The DC Collaborative, in partnership with our members, advances equitable access 
to learning opportunities in the arts and humanities for all. 

http://www.asla.org/
http://www.udc.edu/causes/land-grant/center-for-4-h-and-youth-development
https://connect.dc.gov/
http://www.mydamselpro.net/WRITERDAMSEL
https://www.dccollaborative.org/


 

 
 

DC Hunger Solutions 
Paige Pokorney, Anti-Hunger Program 
Associate, ppokorney@dchunger.org 

www.dchunger.org  
DC Hunger Solutions is an initiative of the Food 

Research & Action Center (FRAC). We work to 
create a hunger-free community and improve 

the nutrition, health, economic security, and 
well-being of low-income District residents. We 
work with a variety of stakeholders to 

maximize the usage of the federal nutrition 
programs in order to end hunger in the 

nation's capital.  
We provide expertise and technical assistance 
in the implementation of OST meal programs 

including Afterschool and Summer Meals. These federal programs offer 
reimbursement for nutritious meals served at your OST program. 
 

DC Office of Human Rights 
Ajan Brown, Community Engagement Specialist, ajan.brown@dc.gov 
https://ohr.dc.gov  
Enforce anti-discrimination laws in the District as well as oversee bullying 
prevention program. 
 

DC Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants (OVSJG)-

Truancy Reduction Program 
Brenda Aleman, Program Director, brenda.aleman@dc.gov 

www.ovsjg.dc.gov  

www.showupstandout.org  
OVSJG funds and administers truancy reduction programming for elementary thru 
high school grades.  Our two programs: Show Up, Stand Out and High School 

Truancy Reduction Pilot work to improve attendance by mitigating barriers to school 
attendance by supporting partner schools thru providing services to identified 

students and families. 
 

DC Tutoring & Mentoring Initiative 
Tom Pollak, Director, tom@dcTutorMentor.org 

http://dcTutorMentor.org  
The DC Tutoring & Mentoring Initiative works to create a grassroots public 

campaign to get a tutor or mentor for the 2 out of 3 DC kids -- 60,000+ students -- 
reading below grade level or with other academic or non-academic needs.  We 

engage people and recruit volunteers at farmers markets, public events and spaces 
as well as through employers, religious congregations, and other groups.  When 
volunteers sign up with us, we place them with one of our 40+ partner tutoring and 

mentoring organizations or schools based on when and where the volunteers are 
available and where the greatest community needs are. 

http://www.dchunger.org/
https://ohr.dc.gov/
http://www.ovsjg.dc.gov/
http://www.showupstandout.org/
http://dctutormentor.org/


 

 
 

Department on Disability Services 
Yufanyi Nshom, Project Manager, Yufanyi.Nshom2@dc.gov 
www.dds.dc.gov  
The Department on Disability Services (DDS) is comprised of the Developmental 
Disabilities Administration (DDA), the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), 

and the Disability Determination Division (DDD).  Through these three 
administrations, DDS coordinates a diverse network of service providers to assist 
people with disabilities in leading vibrant, self-directed lives.  DDS offers an array of 

supports, including Services for people with Intellectual Disabilities, Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services, Independent Living Services, and Youth Transition Services. 

 

Discount School Supply 
Francine Towbridge, Account Manager, 240-252-9836  
www.discountschoolsupply.com  
Our priority is to ensure that we offer the widest selection of quality, safe products 
at the lowest possible prices with the best possible service. And with that focus, we 

take pride in doing our part to contribute to better education and a better future for 
children and their families. 

 

District of Columbia 
Public Schools 
Margot Berkey, 21CCLC Grant 
Specialist, Out of School Time 
Programs, 

margaret.berkey@k12.dc.gov 

https://dcps.dc.gov/afterschool  
DC Public Schools Out of School 
Time Programs provides 

afterschool programming from 
3:30-6:15PM at 54 Title I schools 
across the city.  Programs are free 

for students who receive TANF or 
Medicaid. The mission of OSTP 

afterschool programs is to support 
the strategic goals of DCPS and the 21st Century Community Learning Center grant 
by providing affordable, safe, structured, and engaging academic, wellness, and 

enrichment programs open to all children in pre-Kindergarten to grade 8 to develop 
the whole child.  DCPS staff and community partners provide this unique 

opportunity beyond the school day. 

 
Shavonyuette Dotson, Manager of K-8 Summer School, 
shavonyuette.dotson@dc.gov 

https://dcps.dc.gov  
DCPS offers many enriching opportunities for current DCPS students from 
elementary through high school over the summer months. From enrichment to 

credit recovery, find it at DCPS! 

http://www.dds.dc.gov/
http://www.discountschoolsupply.com/
https://dcps.dc.gov/afterschool
https://dcps.dc.gov/


 

 
 

Every Day Counts 
Lauren Carpenter, Communications Specialist, lauren.carpenter@dc.gov 
https://attendance.dc.gov  
Every Day Counts! is a citywide effort initiated by Mayor Bowser to ensure every 
student attends school every day. Going to school every day is critical to our 

students realizing their hopes and dreams. Every Day Counts! will bring together 
the entire community to support students and families through a public awareness 
campaign, a Taskforce coordinating public agencies and stakeholders, and 

investments in data-driven strategies to increase attendance. 
 

First Book 
Courtney Claytor, Member Services Coordinator, cclaytor@firstbook.org 

www.fbmarketplace.org/  
First Book offers educators and program leaders serving kids in need access to 

thousands of affordable, high-quality books and educational resources for kids ages 
0-18. In addition to books, we offer a variety of non-book resources such as school 

supplies, digital learning devices, non-perishable food, basic needs, and clothing 
items. There are also a variety of free resources for educators, such as tip sheets to 
support student learning and development, webinar recordings on critical topics, 

and other online learning tools available to First Book members at no cost. 
 

Girl Scouts Nation's Capital 
Lynn Thompson, Acting Membership Area 

Manager, lthompson@gscnc.org 
www.gscnc.org  
Girl Scouts Nation’s Capital believes in the power of 
every G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, 

Leader)™ to change the world. With unique programs 
designed by girls, for girls, Girl Scouts explore, learn, 

succeed and take action to make a difference in their 
community. 
 

Girls on the Run - DC 
Devoria Armstead, Program Director, devoria@gotrdc.org 
https://gotrdc.org  
Girls on the Run-DC is a 10-week, positive youth development program that serves 
girls in grades 3-8.   At Girls on the Run- DC, it is our mission to inspire girls to be 
joyful, healthy and confident using an experience-based curriculum, which 

creatively integrates running. 
Over the course of the program the girls improve competence, develop confidence 

in who they are, strengthen their character, respond to others with care and 
compassion, create positive connections with peers and adults, and make 
meaningful contributions to their community, all while training for their first 5K! 
 

  

https://attendance.dc.gov/
http://www.fbmarketplace.org/
http://www.gscnc.org/
https://gotrdc.org/


 

 
 

Huntington Learning Center-DC 
Christiana Ogunsanwo, Assistant Director of Education, 
Washingtondc@hlcmail.com  

https://huntingtonhelps.com/center/washington-dc  
Huntington provides high quality individualized tutoring/test prep instruction to 

students in grades K-12. Our mission is to provide the best education possible to 
every child. For purposes of this resource, all information refers to Huntington 

tutoring programs for Reading and Math and Educational Services. 
 

Kaplan Early Learning 
Julie Dobies, Territory Manager - DC, DE, and 

MD, jdobies@kaplanco.com 
www.kaplanco.com  
For over 50 years, Kaplan Early Learning has 
provided developmentally appropriate resources that 

help foster the growth of the whole child - 
cognitively, physically, and social-emotionally.  We 
strive to provide excellent classroom supplies, 

furniture, curriculum and assessments, playgrounds, 
technology and more to enhance children's learning 

from birth to fifth grade. 
 

Katherine Spinney Coaching LLC 
Katherine Spinney, coachkat@katherinespinney.com 

www.katherinespinney.com  
Katherine Spinney Coaching LLC prides itself on providing supportive, impactful 

services to youth-serving organizations. By strengthening leadership to develop and 
strengthen their teams, Katherine Spinney Coaching LLC is honored to serve those 

who dedicate themselves to serving others. 

 

Learn24 
Kevin Cataldo, Manager, Institute of Youth Development, kcataldo@dc.gov 

https://learn24.dc.gov  
Learn24 is a network of afterschool and summer opportunities supported by the 

Bowser Administration to ensure children and youth in the District have access to 
quality educational and enrichment activities beyond the school day. Learn24 

supports equitable access to high-quality, out-of-school-time programs through 
coordination among government agencies, targeted grant-making, capacity building 
and technical assistance to OST providers. 

 
FREE Professional Development Opportunities for DC Youth Based Providers! 

 

  

https://huntingtonhelps.com/center/washington-dc
http://www.kaplanco.com/
http://www.katherinespinney.com/
https://learn24.dc.gov/


 

 
 

Leveling The Playing Field 
Maitlyn Healy, Executive Director, maitlyn@levelingtheplayingfield.org 
www.levelingtheplayingfield.org/  
Leveling the Playing Field gives underprivileged children the opportunity to enjoy 
the mental and physical benefits of youth sports participation. We do this through 

the donation of used and excess sporting equipment to programs and schools that 
serve low-income communities. Our donations allow programs to allocate saved 
funds by lowering registration fees, expanding their scholarship programs, and 

enhancing their existing athletic program and/or developing new programming. 
 

National Energy Education 
Development Project 
Kimberly Swan, Program Assistant, 

kswan@need.org 
www.NEED.org  
The NEED Project is a nonprofit started 
in 1980 that specializes in K-12 energy 

education.  Our philosophy is “Kids 
Teaching Kids”, to encourage students 
to explore, experiment, & engage in 

energy education.  We offer 115+ FREE 
curriculum guides and activities for 

educators that are aligned with NGSS. 
 

NatureBridge 
Jim Serfass, Outreach Manager, jserfass@naturebridge.org 

www.naturebridge.org/princewilliamforest  
NatureBridge provides immersive, experiential science education in national parks! 

Our program connects young people to the natural world through science. Our DC 
Area campus is located in Prince William Forest Park in Northern VA. We host 3-

day, 2-night programs in the Spring and the Fall. 

 
Office of the State Superintendent of Education 
Kerriann Peart, Health Education Manager, kerriann.peart@dc.gov 
www.osse.dc.gov  
The mission of the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) is to 
remove barriers and create pathways for District residents to receive a great 
education and prepare them for success in college, careers, and life. 

Karyn Kennedy, Program Specialist, Summer Food Service Program, 
Karyn.Kennedy@dc.gov 

https://osse.dc.gov/service/nutrition-services  
OSSE's Early Childhood and Out of School Time team provides year-round 

(afterschool and summer) reimbursement to institutions serving nutritious meals 
and snacks that contribute to the wellness, healthy growth, and development of 

school aged children. 

http://www.levelingtheplayingfield.org/
http://www.need.org/
http://www.naturebridge.org/princewilliamforest
http://www.osse.dc.gov/
https://osse.dc.gov/service/nutrition-services


 

 
 

Positive Coaching Alliance 
Adam Hoyt, Partnership Manager, adam_hoyt@positivecoach.org 
https://positivecoach.org/chapters/mid-atlantic/  
Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) develops BETTER ATHLETES, BETTER PEOPLE 
through resources for youth and high school sports coaches, parents, leaders, and 

student-athletes. PCA partners with schools and youth sports organizations 
nationwide to deliver live group workshops, online courses, and books that help 
those involved in youth and high school sports create a Development Zone™ 

culture. 

 
Public Allies 
Alphonzo Jackson, Program Manager - Ally Recruitment, 
alphonzoj@publicallies.org 

http://publicallies.org/washingtondc/  
Our AmeriCorps Ally program, which generally lasts 10 months and is a paid 

opportunity with benefits, is available to all 17 years or older indivuals with a high 
school diploma or GED, without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 

sexual orientation, religion, age, disability, criminal record, political affiliation, 
marital or parental status, military service, community, or social affiliations. 
 

Safe Shores - The DC Children's Advocacy Center 
Gerald De Leon, Prevention & Outreach Coordinator, gdeleon@safeshores.org 
www.safeshores.org/  
Safe Shores provides intervention, hope and healing for children and families 
affected by abuse, trauma and violence in the District of Columbia, and prevents 

child abuse through education and training. 

 

Spitzberg Advisors 
Ed Spitzberg, Founder and Principal, ed@spitzbergadvisors.com 

www.spitzbergadvisors.com  
Spitzberg Advisors provides advisory services and coaching for nonprofits, led and 

staffed by DC OST experts and former leaders and staff. Services include: strategic 
planning, fundraising planning, leadership coaching, interim leadership, transition 

planning, and retreat facilitation. 
 

Techbridge Girls 
Jennifer Rivers, Program Manager for Professional 

Development, jrivers@techbridgegirls.org 
www.techbridgegirls.org  
Techbridge Girls excites, educates, and equips girls from 
low-income communities by delivering high-quality STEM 

programming that empowers a girl to achieve economic 
mobility and better life chances. 

 

 

https://positivecoach.org/chapters/mid-atlantic/
http://publicallies.org/washingtondc/
http://www.safeshores.org/
http://www.spitzbergadvisors.com/
http://www.techbridgegirls.org/


 

 
 

TGR Foundation 
Mehrab Sarwar, Program Coordinator, msarwar@tgrfoundation.org 
www.tgrfoundation.org  
For more than 20 years, TGR Foundation, A Tiger Woods Charity, has worked to 
create a world where opportunity is universal and potential is limitless. With an 

unwavering commitment to impact an entire generation, our mission is to empower 
students to pursue their passions through education. Through our award-winning 
STEM curricula, college-access programs, digital platforms and educator 

professional development, we offer underrepresented students the resources and 
support needed to thrive in school and beyond. 
 

WETA Reading Rockets: 
Start with a Book 
Tina Chovanec, Director, Reading 
Rockets and Start with a Book, 

tchovanec@weta.org 
www.startwithabook.org  
Reading Rockets is a national 
multimedia literacy initiative hosted by 
WETA Public Broadcasting. We launched 

a companion project called Start with a 
Book to help address the achievement 

gap and “summer slide” by encouraging 
young children to read, write, and be 

actively engaged in hands-on learning 
outside of school. 
 

 
  

http://www.tgrfoundation.org/
http://www.startwithabook.org/


 

 
 

Upcoming Learn24 Events 
 

 Friday, February 1, 2019 
o Preventing & Addressing Harm: Restorative Practices 

for Youth Development Practitioners 
Á 9:30 am – 4:30 pm 
Á 1015 Half Street SE 
Á 9th Floor 
Á Washington, DC 20003  

 Friday, February 22, 2019  

o How OST Can Ensure Every Day Counts! 
Á 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Á 1015 Half Street SE  
Á 9th Floor 
Á Washington, DC 20003 

 Thursday, February 28, 2019 
o Building Community 

Á 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
Á 601 Edgewood Street NE 
Á Suite 15 

Á Washington, DC 20017 
 Friday, March 1, 2019 

o Planning for Summer  
Á Broderick Clarke 
Á 1050 First Street NE 
Á Washington, DC 20002 

 Friday, April 5, 2019 
o Save the Date: Learn24 First Friday Learning Series 

 

Visit learn24.dc.gov for a complete listing of upcoming events hosted by 
Learn24. 

 
 



 

 
 

On behalf of the Institute for Youth Development, UDC, UDC – 

Community College, the OST Office, The Office of the Deputy 
Mayor Education and the Government of the District of Columbia 

thank you for your continued work in the field! 
 

 


